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ADVANTAGES OF A LOCAL SECTION OF THE AMERICAN 
WATER WORKS ASSOCIATION^ 

By F. W. Cappelen 

The Minnesota section has 34 members and is the smallest of all 
the sections now formed. By states, including Canada, Minnesota 
stands eleventh in number of members; 25 of the 34 members reside 
in Minneapohs, St. Paul and Duluth leaving only 9 members scat- 
tered around the state. There is a splendid opportunity for cam- 
paigning for members among the small city water works officials in 
Minnesota. We need the smaller water works men for their good 
and ours. 

Quoting from the speech of President Metcalf at the Richmond 
convention. 

We should strive to reach and serve the general practitioner, the practically 
trained man, rather than the highly educated or technical one occupying 
highly specialized position, to give this large class of capable men the oppor- 
tunity not only to get together in annual convention, but to assist in develop- 
ing and advancing the state of art in their particular fields of activity. 

The local organizations in any profession or calling have an advantage over 
those of national membership, in that they afford greater opportunities for 
personal touch and discussion. 

This statement by Mr. Metcalf hits the nail squarely on the head. 
Have you really considered the tremendous importance of our posi- 
tion, that of furnishing pure, wholesome water for all the people? 

Those using chemicals in the purification of water probably know, 
the difficulties encountered in obtaining such supplies. The author 
has been obUged to take up the matter of car service for the Min- 
neapolis Water Works with the Board of National Defense. His ar- 
gument for preferential car service was this: Assume we could not 
get service and would have to supply impure water to 400,000 peo- 
ple, and cause, may be, a typhoid fever epidemic with a death rate 
as bad as the war itself, what shall the water department do? This 
suggestion worked. Minneapolis was assured car service. It can 
be readily seen how the section can be put to work, and the more 
members, plant members, we get, the more influence the section 
will have. There are in Minnesota 271 domestic, and 16 privately 
owned water plants besides 264 privately owned well supplies. 

' Read before the Minnesota Section, November 10, 1917; abstract furnished 
by Section Secretary. 
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